FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS
OF INDIA.

CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION,
IN order to perceive how the religions of India
have taken shape, it is convenient to trace briefly
the history of the principal races which have peopled
the country.
We must go back to the aboriginal or primitive
tribes, about whose origin so little is known posi-
tively. Some of tnem are believed co have entered
India at various times, several thousands of years
before Christ, from the neighbourhood of Tartary
and Tibet, Next we have the Kolarians, who
apparently came from the same direction and,
passing through Bengal, finally settled in the
mountainous regions of the central portion of India.
Thirdly there are the great Dravidian races in
Southern India, whose antecedents seem to have
advanced into the country through the passes of
the north-west.
These were the three main stocks of primitive
tribes first known to have occupied the Peninsula;
-most of them were of small stature and dark skin,
with flat noses and low foreheads.
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